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MONTHLY EXTRACTS 
FROM THR CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
From the Thirteenth Report of the Bloomsbury 
and South Pancras luriliary Society. 

The summary statement given by your Com- 
mittee, they conceive, cannot but be viewed with 
peculiar satisfaction. Every part of it forms so 
many distinct topics of thankfulness to Hin to 
whom all success in this cause is to be ascribed. 

It may well excite our gratitude, that in this, 
the smallest of the Districts occupied by the «iffer- 
ent Auxiliary bodies in London, a sum of nearl, 
£9000 has been raised for the purpose of promo- 
ting the interests of an Institution so pure in its 
principle, and so beneficial in its effects. In re- 
gard to the increasing number of those who have 
cheerfully devoted themselves to the work of 
collectors, your Commiurtte2 bail this circumstance 
as affording an unequivocal proof that the great 
object of the Society is still kept in view, and tha: 
the importance of those operations by which the 
Holy Scriptares will be largely circulated both at 
home aud abroad, is powerfully felt. When, how 
ever, the peculiar usefulness and talue of the ex- 
ertions connected with the office of a Collector ai« 
considered, your Committee “ cannot but be soli 
citous that the number should be still farther en- 
larged; for not only do their services material 
augment the funds of the Society,” but it is obvi- 
ous “that the kind and Christian intercourse 
which arises between the Collectors and the Sub- 
scribers, and the frequent blending and sympathy 
which in consequence take place between the 
poorer and more respectable orders of the commu- 
nity,” cannot fail to confer on the population with- 
in the sphere cf an active Bible Society, *“ benefits 
both of a temporal and sptritual kind, the value of 
which it is hardly possible to estimate too highly.” 

Nor can your Committee forbear to dwell for a 
moment on the striking and most gratifying cir- 
cumstance of upwards of 11,000 copies of the 
word of God having, by the steady exertions of a 
few years been put into circulation by this Institu 
tion, within its own immediate district. Such a 
fact, while it establishes beyond all controversy the 
lamentable deficiency of the Scriptures which ex- 
isted among the poor, proves at the same time 
how wisely adapted is the plan of the Biste So- 
ciety, by the stunplicity and union of effort which 
belong to it, to supply that deficiency, and to effect 
the largest and mast extensive distribution of the 
Records of our Salvation. 


From the Twentieth Annual Report of tie Hiber- 
nian Bible . iety. 
After alluding to the opposition which that So- 





ciety encountered, the Committee go on to say— 

This opposition has been blessed to the good of 
your Society. Your Committee are happy to state, 
from their own knowledge, that many persous who 
formerly were lukewarm, or opposed to your Soci- 
eiy, have now eagerly come forward to contribute 
to its support, and many, who had we been per- 
untted to proceed undisturbed in silence as before, 
would in all probability, have remained ignorant 
of its advantages, and even of that book which it is 
our object to circulate, have now reason to thank 
God tor the means which he blessed to their in- 
struction ; so that we may well say, as the Proph- 
et of old, that “it was good for us to have been 
afflicted.” 


The Secretary of the Longford Auxiliary Bible 
Society writes— 

I can assure the friends of true Christianity and 
vital godliness, that there is a great thirst in the wil- 
derness here, for the living waters. I was lately 
met by a deputation of three five old hoary-headed 
Roman Catholics, just as 1 was coming out of a 
house where | had been visiting, the family of 
which were also Roman catholic. As I was ac- 
quainted with them hefore, | was surprised to per- 

eive how anxiously and fearfully they looked on 
ihe right hand and on the left. Their request was, 
hat [ would get them three large Bibles with good 
print, for their sight was dim, at the reduced price; 
which I gladly procured them, by obtaining an or- 
der from our Committee. Conceive their joy, 
when now at the eleventh hour, they obtained such 
a rich treasure. They had Testaments, and have 
been Jong in the habit of comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual ; but their Testameuts were of small 
size. 

Thus this county, which till within these two 
years was one of the most inaccessible to you in 
all Ireland, now presents an aspect peculiarly 
promising. How quickly can the Lord convert 
vur apprehensions and our discouragements into 
hope and joy! 

The Saintfield Branch Society, in their First 
Report, say— 

We have also great pleasure in mentioning, that 
when some of the Ladies went round to collect 
subscriptions for Bibles, they were told they need 
not call at such and such houses, for that Roman 
Catholics dwelt in them. They did however call 
upon them ; and they were agreeably su. sed by 
finding that they were quite willing to © their 
names entered for Bibles and Testamenis «« the 
Society’s price. 

One of the Letters from the Comin ‘tee of this 
Auxiliary, stating tbe readiness with whieh the 
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Roman Catbolics received the Scriptures, adds— 

Nor was there any opposition given by the Ro- 
man Catholic Pastor of the Parish ; indeed we find 
these people are very generally in the habit of 
reading the word of God; the fruit is seen in in- 
dustrjous and peaceable behaviour. Would to God 
their good example were imitated by their south- 
ern bretbrev! . 


And now we would address you as our dear fel- 
Jow-laborers in the Lord’s vineyard—we would af- 
fectionately press upon you the necessity of in- 
creased exertion in the glorious cause in which 
you have embarked. Be not discouraged because 
you meet with some who oppose you, and others 
who are insensible to the importance of the object 
which you espouse. Encourage yourselves in the 
reflection that the cause is God’s, and that it must 
finally triumph; and persevere. Your labors 
should never cease, while thero remains a single 
individual within your reach, unsupplied with the 
word of life. Many who have refused at first to 
take or to read the Sacred Volume, have at length 
yielded to persevering and affectionate entreaty: 
and if but one single soul is brought to value the 
sacred record of divine truth, your labor surely 
cannot be esteemed in vain. 

ON THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF THE BIBLE 
SOCIETY UPON THE NATIVES OF INDIA. 


Address of Archdeacon Corrie at the /Inniversary 
of the Meerut Branch Society, Aug. 16, 1825. 
Understanding that many of the congregation 

on Sunday last, consider me to have pledged my- 

self in my sermon to afford some further informa- 
tion as to the beneficial effeets of the Bible Socie- 
ty with reference to the natives of this country, | 
shall chiefly confine myself to that view of the So- 
ciety’s operations. 

hen first appointed Chaplain at Chunar, | 
found a considerable number of natives there, 
hearing the Christian name, but without any ac 
quaintance with Christianity. They, however ac- 

knowledged the Christian Scriptures. To these I 

first addressed myself by an interpreter, and in due 

time acquired their language sufficiently to con- 
verse with them myself: subsequently the work 

Was prosecuted by others; and now, a Congrega- 

tion, frequently of two hundred natives, has grown 

up, of whom eighty are regular communicants, aud 
their general orderly ana correct conduct is such 
as becomes the Christian character. About sixty 
of these have learned to read since they arrived at 
adult age : and outof this con regation to my own 
rsonal knowledge, not less than twenty have di- 
od in the full exercise of Christian faith and hope ; 
some, indeed, even with lively anticipations of the 
joysat God’s right hand, prepared for them through 
the merits of their Saviour Jesus Christ. I here 
may instance the case of one native, who died in 
my own house at Benares. He was born of Chris- 
tian parents, but grew up in ignorance of the Ci.ris 
tian religion. He afterward learned to read the 

Scriptures in the Hindoostanee tongue. The influ- 

of the Bible soon bega to appear in his con- 
After some years hie fell into a decline, un- 

er the sufferings of which he lingered for a long 
time. During that period, bis advancement in 
the Christian life was evident; and I never met 
with a more sincere, or a more deeply experienced 

@hristian in any class of society. The last words 
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he uttered were in reply to a friend, who, stooping 
down over his lowly bed, inquired how he felt. In 
a voice scarcely audible, and without any reference 
whatever to his bodily pains, he answered, “ I de- 
sire to be with Christ;” and soon after expired. 
This man also in the course of his servitude, had 
saved 400 Rupees; half of which he left, by will, 
to his family ; 100 Rupees to the Bible Society ; 
and 100 Rupees to the Church Mission Society. 
On one pccasion, 2 native gentleman, in the course 
of conversation with me respecting the conversion 
of the Hindoos to the believing acceptance of the 
Christian religion, observed, that for his own part, 
he had never yet seen any particular good arise 
among the natives of this country from their pio- 


fessed conversion to Christianity. I told him in 
reply, that if he wished to have his doubts on that 
subject set at rest for ever, he had at this very mo- 
ment an opportunity, such as might not perhaps 
offer itself easily to him again, + oth a native 
Christian convert with his own eyes, and judging 
for himself. I led him to the bed side of the dying 
inan; and the sight of his patience, his meekness, 
his faith and hope in Christ, perfectly astonished 
him; and he exclaimed, as he departed, “he had 
never before witnessed such a wonderful sight: it 
was the most wonderful he had ever seen in the 
whole course of his life!” At Agra, I was a wit- 
ness, in repeated instances, to the Scriptures pro- 
ving, to natives, the power of God unto salvation. 
In one case, the first lively impression produced an 
effect rather ludicrous. An aged man, who had 
been a Maliratta soldier, and had lived no doubt, 
in the wild habits of that plundering race, being 
disabled, came and settled at Agra. He was at- 
tracted to hear the Gospel preached by Abdool 
Musseeh, and, after a time, desired baptism. On 
examining him one morning, on his knowledge of 
good and evii, with reference to the Ten Com- 
maudments, and conceiving from his answer that 
he was not sufficiently aware of the strictness and 
extent of God’s Law, and of his consequent need 
of a Saviour, [ told him his baptism must be de- 
ferred till he better understood these points. He 
said afterwards to a friend, “ Now I know what the 
English think upon these subjects ; but, had I told 
the Padre Sahib all the wickedness I have com- 
mitted amongst the Mahrattas, he might, perbaps, 
instead of haptizing me, have sent me to jail.” 
He, however, afterwards learnt to know more cor- 
rectly what was meant by these questions: he re- 
ceived baptisin, and still continues to maintain a 
consistent Ch:istian character. My memory could 
easily supply many orher instances, of the good 
effects which have flowed to natives of this coun- 
iry from the Holy Scriptures supplied by the Bi- 
ble Society ; but, lest I should weary the meeting, 
I will content myself with :eading an extract from 
a letter, dated in July, from a friend in Agra. It 
refers to the case of a young man of Armepian or- 
igin, who, when sickening of a decline, requested 
and obtained from Abdco!] Musseeh a copy of the 
New Testament in Hindoostanee. “ This he dai- 
ly perused, and became well acquainted with the 
contents. He in his last days exhibited strong 
faith and hope, a deep sense of his guilt and unwor- 
thiness, and died in lively expectation of pardon 
and peace.” Another letter from Chunar, 1eceiv- 
ed but a few days ago, gives an account of two 
men, who visited a missionary there, and on ob- 
taining a copy of the Scriptures, took up thei: 
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abode in the vestry, where they read all day, and 
in the evenings conversed with the missionary on 
such points as struck them in the prosecution of 
their study. The event was, they were convinced 
of the divine authority of Christianity, and receiv- 
ed baptism; making five in number, who have 
embraced Christianity since Christinas last. Peo- 
ple who look merely at the ouiside of things, con- 
clude the conversion of the natives to be next to 
impossible ; but be assured, the chief difficulty lies 
in inducing them at all to attend to the subject. 
Once succeed to rouse their attention, and it ceas- 
es to be difficult to convince them of the trath and 
importance of the Bible ; and thougt: the difficulty 
of gaining their attention be acknowledged to be 
great, yet at every place where mihisters of reli- 
gion shew any readiness to afford information, 
there have always been found some natives desir- 
ous of it; and there can be no doult, that an opin- 
jon is gaining ground among them dativ, that 
Christianity will finally prevail; and should it 
please God to continue the country in peace, and 
under the present équitable government, we need 
not hesitate to believe in the correctness of this ex 
pectation, and the ultimate triumph of the cause of 
God. There is one very remarkable circumstance, 
now of frequent occurrence—the natives begin to 
argue with the missionaries out of the Christian 
Scriptures ; a satisfactory proot, ihat the copies 
which are distributed are read. We may anuci- 
pate what shall follow) Tvuth must prevail. It 
seems right, before 1 conclude, to say, that when 
the Sciiptures are stated to be given away to na 
tives, it 1s not to be understood that they, in every 
instance receive an entire copy. In fagt this is 
very seldom the case. At first a single Gospel, or 
a copy of some one book, (as of Gevesis, for in- 
stance, or of the Peutateuch,) is given, and when 
it appears that this has been read with a tention, 
and fuither information is desired, other portions 
of Scripture are supplied: from all which I teel 
justified in affirming, that, both in respect to the 
objects of the Bible Society, and with reference to 
the manner of applying their funds, our Associa- 
tion deserves the unqualified approbation and the 
liberal support of every well-wisher of the humau 
race. 


From a Gentleman at Kisselstadt, addressed to 
Dr. L. Van Ess—July 10, 1826. 

Perniit me to return you my sincere thanks fo 
your last sending of 343 New Testaments. Wonid 
it were in my power to express to you the anxiety 
and the lively joy which are manifested, when, af- 
ter my stock of Testaments ts exhausted, a ner 
supply makes its appearance here! 

Very recently, several Clergs men from Bavaria 
called on me, apparently with a view to convince 
themselves that your New Testament was really 
authorised. Their joy was not little, on finding 
that it was so; and on my part, I took care to put 
into their hands your pamphiet. 

Since then, not a week passes without several 


persons applying to me for New Testaments, who 


always produce authenticated Certificates from the 
aforesaid Clergymen. 

A few days ago, several bargemen visited me, 
to whom [ had given a copy of the New Testa- 
ment last year; and they could not sufficiently tes- 
tify their delight at the perusal of the interesting 
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the same time, that by lending it about in the 
place where they principally resided, a general 
desire had been created to obtain it, One of these 
bargemen actually returned hither from Frankfort, 
where his barge was waiting to be loaded, a dis- 
tance of nearly 15 English miles, for no other 
purpose than to get a copy of your Testament, 
having obtained a sight of one on the voyage to 
Frankfort, and knowing no other means of reali- 
zing his wish than by applying to me. 

Urged by a snnilar wish,a person in affluent 
circumstances came to me from a distance of 16 
hours’ walk, and requested me to sell him a cop 
of your New Testament. Being somewhat curi- 
ous to know what led him to apply to me, I ques- 
tronedHim on the subject; aid learnt, that having 
accidentally seen a New Testament in the hands 
of a private soldier to whom I had given it, be had 
attempted to persuade him to sell it ; not succeed. 
ing, and finding that I had originally furnished the 
book to the soldier, he was determined to apply at 
the fountain head, and undertook the journey ac- 
cordingly. 

Could you but witness the gratitude which is 
often manifested by persons here, on receiving @ 
copy of your New Testament, you would be con- 
vinced that it is one of the greatest benefits that cag 
be rendered to attempt to shed light amid the 
darkness by which we are surrounded ; and that to 
interrupt the good work ouce begun, would be a 
great pity, and even highly blameable. Hence I 
earnestly implore you to endeavor to obtain a fresh 
grant in my favor of 1000 Testaments. Theplace 
where I reside being situated on the frontier of a 
Catholic State of considerable importance, affords 
me many opportunities of scattering the good seed 
abroad; and doubtiess many are the instances 
where, in silent retirement, good fruits are produ- 
ced therefrom, 
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Missouri AND ILuino1s.—A clergyman who 
has teen favoring about eight- years in Missouri, 
and is well acquainted with the religious condition 
of that State, writes as follows under date of July 
25, 1826: 

I am truly sorry that “The Western Baptist,’ 
(a late writer in the Christian Watchinan,) should 
‘ppear to be so much alarmed at the prospect 
that a few pious, intelligent missionaries of anoth- 
er denomination might annually come to our aid, 
in the West. IL would joyfully hail such Baptisg 
missionaries or such ministers from any other reg- 
ular denomination of Christians. The field is 
large, and the number of competent miuisters is 
altogether inadequate to the vast work to be done, 
I admit that the States of Missouri and I}inoigs 
are gradually improving in morality and common 
school instruction. But this mark of improvement 
is so slow, and attended with so many embarrass- 
ments, that it must be years before we can speak 
of the western country as a cultivated field, unless 
/ pew spirit is excited, and more general aud vige 
orous efforts are made. By saying this, I do not 
derogate, in the least, from the classical wu! lite- 
rary character of many of our professional men 4 
and the more than ordinary intelligence :{ many 
of our farmers. But unhappily for us, t) great- 





** Bible-book,” as they termed it; assuring me, at 


Ler proportion of these being eitber upwarried men 
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Or men with young families, or those who from 
necessity or choice prefer to instruct their own 
children, and all feeling more generally anxious 
to acquire property, than to devise and carry into 
operation any very considerable plans to facilitate 
the instruction of the rising generation ; of course, 
our system of common school education, if com- 
menced, is only in its infancy. 

There is not in successful operation in either of 
the above mentioned States, any thing like an 
Academy. Several have been incorporated for 
years, but the pulse of life is not sure to beat, and 
when it will I dare not hazard an opinion; and, 
as in all new countries, many who attempt to 
teach, need to be taught the first principles of our 
language. 

Sabbath Schools, which I view as the glory of 
the present age, are but just struggling into life 
in these guings down of the sun. 

The writer above mentioned has registered up. 
on paper 125 schouls, but in point of fact, not 
more than one in ten of that number can be said 
to be iu a flourishing state. Many of them exist 
only in name ; and it is to be feared that some of 
them have never gone into actual operation. 

In regard to the forty-four Bible Societies, which 
that gentleman mentions in his letters, in the 
States of Missouri and Illinois, it is to be hoped 
they may do much good. Out of the whole forty- 
four, I do not think that six Societies can be con- 
sidered as in a flourishing state. 

I regret that the Western Baptist was so igno- 
rant of the moral situation of the western country 
previous to his commencing his letters; and also 
that he did not take the trouble to look over the 
letters of the Rev. J. M. Peck, (a Baptist clergy 
maii,) written to the Americat’ Bible Society for 
two or three years past, as he would doubtless 
have avoided contradicting Mr. Peck in his state- 
ments as contained in those letters, and of passing 
sO severe a censure upon Dr. Rice and others. 

We have in the States of Missouri and Illinois, 
upwards of twenty churches, and only eleven min- 
isters. Several other Presbyterian churches might 
be formed if we had men to form them. But sit 
uated as we are, who isto go? Many counties in 
this State have never been visited by a minister 
of our denomination, in which, no doubt, church- 
es might be organized. 

North of the Missouri river, we have eleven 
counties, 40,000 inhabitants, five infant churches, 
and only two Presbyterian ministers. “Do we not 
want help? The field is large—the work is great. 
O forget not us in these goings down of the sun. 
I believe the Lord has many chosen vessels here. 
The Christians, the Arians, and the Catholics, are 
awake. O that Christians who embrace the 
truth as itis in Jesus, might never slumber over 
our moral desolations, 

The following are extracts of several letters 
from the Rev. John M. Ellis, missionary at Kas- 
kaskia, (IMinois) and St. Genevieve, received with- 
in the last month. Under date of July 24, Mr. E. 
describes a visit which he had recently made to 
Apple Creek, Cape Girrardeau, (Missouri,) about 
forty miles south of St. Genevieve. The occasion 
was @ communion season in the church of that 
pace, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 

atthews, 

On Friday I preached from 2 Sam. vi. 12, 
“The Lord hath blessed the kouseof Obed-edom 


American Home Missionary Society. 








Nov. 


and ali that pertaineth unto him, because of the 

ark of God.” Inthe application, reference was 

made to the history of oar pilgrim forefathers, &c. 

and our obligations to them for what they did and 

suffered in securing for our happy country its so- 

cial, political, and religious happiness, by the in- 

stitutions which they established. And the ap- 

peal was made—What shall your posterity say of 
you, when they shall speak, at a future day, of 
their forefathers of the western country? When 

they shall write the history of this delightful land, 
shall they mention your names on the same vene- 

rated page with the forefathers of New- England, 
and tell of the excellent institutions which you, 
like them established? Or shall they weep over 
your memory, and tell of a land polluted and for- 
saken of God, and the people cursed, because there 
was no Obed-edomn to receive the #k of fiod into 
his house ? There were American and Christian 
hearts there. They seemed to dedicate their all 
to God anew—and I believe, as a community, they 
love the ark of God,—and who can doubt that 
God will bless them? I have been particular in 

giving you this account, so that you may see 
what is going on in the West. Seven years ago, 

and this spot was an entire wilderness. Now it is 
holy ground—the sanctuary of Jehovah is there. 
We see the wilderness blossom as the rose, and it 
is not prophetic vision, This is a “broad land” 
and goodly, and it spreads its treasures before our 
American churches, of all denominations, to come 
and plant their vines and fig-trees, and possess the 
land, , 

Ic is, I believe, less thaw a year since Mr, M. 
became’the pastor of that church. He preaches 
for them half the time, and the remainder in the 
neighboring settlements, some of which are very 
promising. One of these is a sinall but interest- 
ing settlement, on account of its advantageous sit- 
uation. They have been anxious to build a house 
of worship,. and employ Mr. M. the other half of 
his time; but for want of aid, they had become 
nearly discouraged from their exertions. Coulda 
place of worship be established, it would doubtless 
immediately grow up to an important settlement, 
like that I have just described. Through the lib- 
erality of one of our best friends at Boston, I was 
able to promise them such aid as has given them 
new life and zeal, Mr. F H , of Boston, 
authorised me to say that he would give $100 
each for the three first meeting-honses that your 
missionaries should judge needed such aid, in pros- 
ecuting their western mission. It would give joy 
to see the interest with which these people receiv- 
ed this intelligence. Such benevolence, from 
such a distance—from an utter stranger, who they 
could never expec’ to see but in heaven, was al- 
most incredible to thein. They could talk of no- 
thing else fof a time; and they heard with the 
deepest interest, and most fervent gratitude to 
God, of the recent spirit of Christian love whieh 
has been expressed by the Eastern churches, in 
behalf of the destitute churches in the West. And 
it is quite impossible for me to express to you the 
lively joy, the encouragement and gratitude to 
God, which has often been expressed to me by 
aged Christians and the ministers of our Presbyt- 
ery, in view of the prospect offered of the increase 
of ministers in this Western world. It seems in- 
deed like a jubilee. God grant this expectation 
may not be disappointed. God grant that the ex- 
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ample Mr. H. has set, may be at the head of a 


large catalogue. Think a moment and you would 
see the necessity of permanent places of public 
worship, dedicated apy to his service. Could 
you be here you would feel it. You can form lit- 
tle idea what a favorable and deep impression 
such benevolence makes on these dear people, 
respecting the reality and the genuineness of the 
Christian love of our Eastern churches, and what 
@ favorable reception it makes for your missiona- 
ries. It is a fact that should be considered, that 
almost all who come and make these settlements, 
by the time they have defrayed the expenses of 
their journey, purchased lands and built for them- 
selves comfortable habitations, the #trole being to 
be made nevy, they have little left for other pur- 
poses—public buildings, churches, schools, &c.— 
so that there could not be a more desirable and 
happy opportunity for the exercise of Christian 
benevolence than in these circumstances to estab- 
lish the gospel permanently among them, before 
indoleat, vicious, disorderly habits shall have time 
to gaih any ascendencv. It is much easier and 
much cheaper preventing them, by establishing 
religious order, than to eradicate them when once 
predominant. We have examples of all these 
kinds at the West. This whole Western country 
now furnishes the opportunity for all who are bless- 
ed with the capacity lo perceive and appreciate it, 
an opportunity to act over again the example of 
our fgrefathers, in laying deep and broad the 
foundation of national prosperity,—an example 
which has so often and so justly teen the theme 
of eulogium on occasions of national festivity,—an 
opportunity of proving to the world that that eu- 
logium was something more than the empty noise 
of rhetorical effort. But there is a Atgher motive 
—the duty—may I not rather say the privilege of 
the church, with all her fruits of holiness, flour- 
ishing in full and rich clusters ou the true vine, to 
the glory of the Father. -O much indulged 
churches in the land of prayers and altars and 
Sabbaths, “freely have ye received, freely give.” 
“Tnasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” If patriotism and Christian love be com 
bined, the work will not fail. 

What might have been true ten or twenty years 
ago, must not be taken for a true description of 
the West now. I am fully persuaded that all that 
kind of information and intelligence which you 
expect to find in sea Captains, business men, and 
political men, is actually found in a greater pro- 
portion here, than even in the North or South. 

This change and this state of intelligence you 
perceive, has not lessened but increased the neces- 
sity of preachers of the true gospel—for the class 
of men which I have just described, have not often 
been remarkable for their religious knowledge— 
or interest, as a class, in religious institutions. 
Nor has it tended to lower down the requisite qual- 
ifications in a religious teacher, but the contrary. 

The present is a very favorable time for the so 
ciety to commence its operations, for two reasons, 
First, from what I have just said. Almost every 
where I have been, I have heard the complaint, we 
can no longer listen to preaching which contains 
no instruction,—and places of worship are forsa- 
ken. A much greater anxiety than [ expected to 
find is almost every where apparent, for some- 
thing more—something better. This too is hon- 
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estly acknowledged by many of the teachers of 
the country who have had no opportunity for edu- 
cation, and they are honorably making exertions 
for improvement. One, I have been told, has 
made respectable progress in the Greek Testa- 
ment, while on horseback. The other reason is— 
the country generally is poor. This may be thought 
a singular advantage—yet it isa real one. At 
the time of, and for a considerable space after the 
late war, the country was full of cash—every body 
had enough—and every species of extravagance 
abounded---the public mind was in sach a state of 
intoxication of pleasure, and business and enter- 
prize, that it was quite impossible to gain a mo- 
}ment's serious attention tothe subject of religion 
in any important point of view. Now, blessed be 
God, it is otherwise---the public mind is calm and 
comparatively contemplative—the means of ex- 
travagance are lost—at least not possessed—and 
there has been time enough for the desire of it al- 
so to be considerably abated. I am fully persua- 
ded, from nine months’ opportunity, and from 
conversation with very many, especially good fa- 
ther Matthews, that access to the heart —opportu- 
nity of gaining serious attention to institutions of 
religion in the minds of the influential class of 


at any former period—and perhaps than will long 
continue or soon happen again. 


We conclude with the following brief extract of 
a letter from a Missionary in the interior of Mis- 
souri : 

“ So far as I know my labors are well received. 
My preaching is heard with solemn attention, and 
sometimes with apparent effect. Some are anx- 
ious for the salvation of their souls. For this I 
desire to be very grateful and humble. 

“T have just heard that your Society have sent 
to Andover and Princeton for several Western 
Missionaries this fall. This, dear Sir, greatly re- 
joiced my heart. We need help—not of twelve 
only, but of twelve times twelve. The field is 
long and wide. I cannot say, indeed, that it is 
white for the harvest. No, Sir, it is a wildesness ! 
a wilderness too, where the Minister of the Gospel 
needs to be, in every sense, the Soldier of the Cross, 
The importance of a mission to this State has not 
been overrated. Its moral condition is deplorable, 
and the one halfis not known to the fiends. of 
Zion in the East, for the simple reason, that there 
have been none here to send you a record of facts, 
It may have been often said, that all beyond the 
neighborhood of St. Louis are destitute ; but this 
general statement tells only a small part, especial- 
ly to those who have never been destilute, or only 
partially so. In this vast region of moral desola- 
tion, in this ‘valley of dry bones, which are many 
and exceeding dry,’ I learn what it is to be desti- 
tute—a comment that causes me often, very often 
to weep. I do not mean to say that there are no 
pious families—for such are here and there to be 
found. With some of them I have met; and as 
the visit of a Missionary reminded ther of privile- 
ges they once enjoyed, they would -talk of better 
things and better days, which they once saw, till 
the silence of grief told what words could not ex- 
press. Nor do 1 mean to say, that the country 


has none who are called Preachers of ihe Gospel, 
for such are numerous ; almost every neighborhood 
has its preacher, and some two or three, and I 
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with few exceptions, this is the only qualification 
they possess for that sacred office, which made 
Poul exclaim, ‘Who is sufficient for all these 
things!’ ° 

“It is cause of gratitude that [ have been per- 
mitted to enter this important field of service ; end 
though discouragements at times cause my spirits 
to sink, vet I am willing to toil here till 1 die, if 
God so directs. But, dear Sir, you will allow me 
to beg for help. 1 hope at least four missionarie- 
will be commissioned for this State in the fall. 
Many more could be fully employed, but the num- 
ber mentioned seems to be imperiously needed. 
Of these I would plead that two may come to this 
upper country. 

“Iam alone—one hundred and fifty miles from 
any brother in the ministry—in a region where 
every thing isto be done, without fathers in the 
Church to counsel me, and without a N. England 
Charch .o assist me. The man who would do 
good here, must put his shoulder to the wheel, and 

h hard and long ! IT will shrink from no ser- 
vice, but how much can one feeble inexperienced 
= do in the wilderness alone! 1 beg for help! 

need a brother of a kindred spirit, with whom I 
can counsel and labor and pray. ‘To pray alone. 
I fear will be to labor alinost in vain. I have writ 
ten to my brethren in Andover, on this subject 
and should the suggestion receive the approbation 
of your Coinmittee, do hope that some one will 
offer for this service, and that, with the blessing of 
God on our efforts, great good may be accomplish 
ed for Zion. This is the prayer of your unwor- 
thy MISSIONARY.” 


FEMALE INFLUENCE. 


’ A lady in a communication to the Richmond 


Family Visitor, having addressed those who 
sustain the relation of Wives and Mothers, has 
the following remarks: 


Next to mothers, the young ladies have the 
greatest agency in forming the character of the 
other sex. Their influence commences at a period 
when it is most needed. Yonng men, although 
their characters are in a great measure formed, 
require some powerful restraints just at the time 
when they are becoming acquainted with the 
world, and are beginning to move beyond the in- 
spection of a mother’s eye. The young females 
with whom they associate, are the guardians of 
their virtues, and accountable for most of their 
evil practices into which they fall. It requires but 
little observation to be convinced, that mulhitudes 
of young men, who are destitute of religious prin 
ciples, pursue that liae of conduct which is mos: 
hkely to meet the views of the young dadies with 
whom they associate, and whose approbation they 
desire to obtain. There is not a vice prevaleu 
among them that would not be relinquished, were 
it reprobated, and the perpetrators of it avoided by 
the young, the fashionable, and the intelligent of 
the sex, None but the most hardened and impu 
dent blasphemer will even now utter an oath in the 
presence of any respectable female. Why then is 
not profaneness banished from our country? Be- 
cause we welcome the swearer into our society, on, 
condition that when he retires he may give full 
vent to the oaths which have accumulated in pro- 
portion to the period of restraint. If the omission 
to do good or to prevent evil, when in one’s power 


Female Influence.—Horridle Scenes, §&. 








[Nov. 


be a crime, what a tremeidous account shall we 
have to rendes on the score of profaneness, intem- 
perance, gambling, and duelling !—These practi- 
ces, which disturb the peace of society, mar the 
happiness of families, hurry multitudes to death 
and perdition, and must ultimately call down the 
indignation of heaven on our country, might be 
greatly, if not entirely extirminated, by a vigorous 
and judicious effort on the part of our sex. Let 
the practices thenselves be aniformly mentioned 
in terms of reprobation, and let us avoid those who 
pursue them, as we would the midnight assassin, 
or the great adversary of God and man. 


HORRIBLE SCENES AT THE FESTIVAL OF JUG- 
GERNAUT. 


Th: Rev. James Peggs, lately returned from 
Orissa, attended the annual meeting of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, held at Great Queen-street 
Chapel on the 22nd cf June, and communicated 
the following appalling facts :— 

“ Having, been stationed about fifty miles from 
Juggernant’s temple, and having, in connexion 
with my brethren, established a missionary station 
about a mile from it, and been myself at Jugger- 
naut at two of their great annual festivals, it seems 
proper for me to say something of the scenes which 
are exhibited, and to give you my own testimony, 
and that of my brethren, who, as well as myself, 
have been eye and ear witnesses to the abomina- 
tions of that dreadful place. The Psalmist de- 
clares, that their sorrows shall be multiplied that 
hasten after another God ; and now here on earth, 
perhaps, is this so fully exemplified as at Jugger- 
nant. 

* At the annual festival, from extreme indispo- 
sition. T was able to be there only onthe last day ; 
bot T will read to you a few particulars respecting 
it, given by my companions, Mr. and Mrs. Lacy. 
Mr. Lacy says,— 

“<'Piis vear [hatra commenced unusually early, 
in consequence of which. it may be presumed, 
the number of Ihbatrees was unusually great, ex- 
pecting, no doubt, to escape the rains. The gen- 
tleman who keeps the gate(a native of Norway, 
in the employ of our government.) and who in 
consequence, will be allowed to be the best judge 
of numbers, told me that not less than 225,000 
pilgrims entered the town, The greater part of 
this immense number were women; and among 
these many seemed poor and very old ? being turn- 
ed out by their inhuman chillren, they came to 
end a life of wretchedness near their favourite idol, 
from dying near which they had been taught to 
expect heaven. 

“*This number of pilgrims raised a sum of 
money scarcely ever realized before, 32.000/.— 
Thus, while the pilgrimage destroys thousands of 
lives, some reap considerable advantage. You 
would have felt your hearts moved to hear, as I 
did, the natives say‘ Your preaching is a lie ; for 
if your Saviour and religion are thus merciful, 
how do you then take away the money of the 
poor, and suffer them to starve ?? I often bad to 
do with objections like these ; however I endeav- 
onred, as well as I could, to clear the character of 
Him who died for the poor and the sinner. 

“¢T think from the number of the poor, that ma- 
ny must have perished without the gate ; and also 
think so, from the great nu mber of bodies beyond. 
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“* A gentleman arrived at Cuttock who address- 
ed a letter to us requesting aid in the distribution 
of some money which he was authorized to give. 
We accepted the proposal ; and brother Bampton 
and myself set out from Pdoree furnished with 
rupees, clothes medicines, and books, and intend- 
ed to spend two days onthe road. We did so; 
but I cannot particularize what we saw—scenes 
the most distressing—dead, dying, and sick. 
They had crept into the villages, into the sheds, 
and under the trees, to avoid the rain; and thence 
many were never removed. The dead principally 
lay in the water, whence the materials for raising 
the road were taken: they were drifted by the 
wind to the next obstruction, where they lay in 
heaps of from eight to twenty together. From 
the first two coss from Pooree, 1 counted about 
three hundred dead ; and I must necessarily have 
overlooked many, baving to observe both sides of 
the road. I saw one poor creature partly eaten, 
though alive : the crows had made an incision on 
the back, and were pulling at the wound when I 
came up; the poor creature, feeling the torinent, 
moved his head and sholuders for a woment ; the 
birds flew np, but immediately returned and com- 
menced their meal.’ 

“ Mrs. Lacy says— 

*** Ou the firstand second day we had some rain, 
and the three following days the rain descended 
without intermission, till the poor pilgrims were 
seen in every direction, dead and in the agonies of 
death—dying by five, tens, and twenties ; and in 
some parts there were hundreds to be seen in 
one place. Mr. Lacy counted upwards of ninety ; 
and in another place Mr. Bampton counted a hun- 
dred and forty ; the former I saw myself, though 
I left it to Mr. Lacy to count them. I shall avoid 
seeing so degrading and shocking a scene again. 
In the hospital, I believe I have seen thirty dead 
at once, and numbers more in the agonies of 
death.’ ” 





From the New-York Religious Chronicle. 


ON THE EXPULSION OF SCHOLARS 
¥ FROM SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The New-York Association of Sunday School 
Teachers held their inonthly meeting on Monday 
eveving the 18th ult. in the Lecture Room of the 
Canal street Presbyterian Church. Several hun- 
dred were present. 

A prayer having been offered, the following 
question was proposed for discussion :—* Ought a 
scholar on any account to be expelled from his 
school >” 

At the commencement of the discussion, it was 
rematked by one of the 8. S. Visiters, that he knew 
of but four things which conld be the ground of 
expulsion. They were, an ungovernable spirit, 
profanity, indolence or idlenesss, ang the habit of 
playing truant. The question then was, ought a 
child for either of these things to be excluded from 
the school? He thought not, unless his example 
be so very pernicious as absolutely to require it. 

The gentleman who immediately succeeded hin 
stated, that in his schoo} expulsion had been prac- 
ticed, but that the result of his experience was, 
that those who are expelled, need the most to be 
retained, A short communication was then read 


On the expulsion of Scholars from Sunday Schools. 





i support of the negative of the question. 
The next speaker observed that it was as neces- 
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sary for the good order of a school to expel unru- 
PA schdlars, aS it was to cut off a disordered limb 
or the preservation of life ; that such scholars hed 
an influence to corrupt others ; that the experiment 
had been successfully made; that he himself had 
been acquainted with a lad who had not been ex- 
pelied for his bad conduct, but who at length vol- 
untarily left the school ; and that if expulsion were 
practised in the church of God it ought in proper 
cases to be done in these schools of Christ. 

His opinion was confirmed by the remarks of a 
Superintendent, who next occupied the floor. He 
stated that he had receutly excluded a boy from his 
school, and that it had had a good effect upon him. 
The boy has expressed a wish (6 return, and has 
promised an entire amendment of conduct. 

Other gentlemen who spoke, generally advoca- 
ted the negative of the question. A teacher thus 
remarked,—The object of Sunday Schools, is to 
collect the wandering lambs and bring them to 
Christ. No person ever went to him and was 
sent away; and shall we reject his example, and 
exclude children on account of their baseness from 
religious instruction? As long as the rebellious 
child lives there is hope. Let hii be in your 
school, however turbulent he may be, for you know 
not but the truth which he may there hear, may 
be unexpectedly applied to his conscience by the 
Holy Spirit. Besides, some retired place may be 
procured where he can be attended to, and where 
he will not prove an injury to other scholars, Thus 
expulsion may be avoided. 

Another Teacher who spoke on the subject, ob- 
jected to those passages of scripture which relate 
to the expulsion of the rebel angels, and to that of 
apostates from the church of Christ, as arguments 
in Support of the affirmative of the question. He 
stated that a child ought not to be expelled, for it 
is contrary to the gospel, in that it is withholding 
from bim the means of grace. 

A Superintendent remarked, that God had sent 
these children to him, and he could not, couscien- 
tiously, on any account remove them; but God 
can take them away when he chooses. He men- 
tioned that a boy was once expelled from school, 
and that on a certain Sabbath he came gear the 
school-100m, probably to enter aud make disturb- 
auce. His teacher sent him away, and in the 
course of the week the child died, 

Several other remarks were made, and a num. 
ber of anecdotes related. The last person who 
spoke, gave a summary of the arguments which 
had been offered on both sides of the question. 

These were, 

1. That expulsion is frequently a benefit to the 
child. 

2. The prosperity of the schoo] demands it. 

8. It will be likely to have a good effect upon 
the other bad children. 

4. The cause of religion demanis it. 

5. The child by expulsion, need vot be excla- 
ded from religious instruction. His teacher may 
visit him, pray with bim, and make efforts to have 
him reform. 

He mentioned that the arguments against expul- 
sion, were, 

1. That such a course is contrary to the spirit of 
the Gospel. 

2. It.often ruins the child or makes him more 
vicious. ; 

3. It is depriving him of religious instruction. 
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4. Some better course can be taken. 
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WESTERN SUNDAY SCHOCL UNION. 


The whole discussion was conducted with spirit, | The season for the operation of Sunday School 


familiarity end candor. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN ALBANY. 


The scholars of the different Sunday Schools 
in this city, yesterday attended at the Ist Presby- 
terian church, where an address was delivered by, 
the Rev. Mr. Ferris. There were about eleven hun 
dred children, and the sight of so many who per- 
baps but for this most holy and benevolent institu- 
tion would be brought up in ignorance and deprav- 
ity, as most pleasing and interesting. ‘There are 
now under ihe care of the Albany County Union, 


18 schools, containing 1762 children, taught by 
1938 teachers, exclusive’of officers: making an in- 


crease since the last year, of 6 schnols, 68 teachers, 
and 742 scholars. Of these, about 250 scholars 
are without the city.—Albany Gaz. 


SABBATH SCHOOL IN ROME, N. Y. 


The report of the Female Sabbath School in 
Rome, contains the following paragraphs : 

* We will not pass over in silence the spiritual 
blessings which have descended upon our schools. 
In this world, we cannot express our gratitude to 
God as we ought; but hope to praise him foreve: 
in heaven. The Saviour bas warmed the hearts 
of those of us, who hoped we loved him a lillle, be 
fore ; and the five teachers who were without hove, 
have been, as we humbly trust, brought out of na- 
ture’s darkness into God’s marvellous light, and 
twenty-five of the scholars indulge the same hope 
others are inquiring. Many things relative to 
our schools we are consirained to conceal ; but thal 
day which will bring all things to light, will reveal 
them. 

“ A few facts we will mention. One little girl 
observed io her mother, last summer, she wondered 
why the girls were so inattentive and playful in 
praver tiune—why they did not kneel and try to 
pray for themselves. Another took her spending 
money, and asked her futher to give her some 
more to put with it, and bought a Bisve ; before 
that time they had no Bible in the family. On 
Thanksgiving-day, several of the children went 
to the school-house, and to the neighbours, to in- 
quire if there was to be a Sunday School; anil 
were very much disappointed when they were told 
No. Many Sabbaths, the superintendant was 
asked, if to-morrow evening would not be the 
Sunday School prayer meeting. One little girl 
who had expressed a hope in Christ, says she re- 
ceived her first religious unpressions which were 
abiding, at the time of one superintendant’s death, 
last spring. Since the commencement of the 
school, about four hundred have attended at dif- 
fernt times. Of that number, upwards of fifty have 
hopefully become religious—not including the 
twenty-five mentioned above, who now attend 
school ; and the most of all these in the present re- 
vival. Six out of eleven who now instruct the 
school, were formerly scholars ; many have moved 
out of the place, and of them we know nothing. 
But three have died of whose deaths we have been 
informed, who ever attended the school. A re- 
vival of religion in our school, has long been the 
subject of the conversation and prayers of those 
who felt an interest in its welfare, and now we de- 
sire its continuance.” 





missionaries, has now nearly expired ; but this we 
trust will occasion ne diminution of effort among 
the active friends of the cause. The Western S. 
S. Union has thus far prospered beyond the most 
sanguine anticipations of its friends. It has been 
in existence but a little more than one year, yet it 
now numbers no less than twelve county unions, 
each for the most part embracing many active 
schools, which have a most salutary and pervading 
influence. But the single circumstance, that the 
institution has been thus early blessed of God to 
the hopeful conversion of One Hundred Teachers 


and Three Hundred Scholars, should scem suffi- 
cieut of Kiselfto rouse the whole community to ac- 


tive, vigorous and continued exertion. We trust 
that there will hereafter be no want of exertion: 
that all who are the friends of religion, will glad- 
ly contribute to the support of Sunday Schools; 
and that the winter’s operations will be such as to 
lead to renewed activity and increasing success on 
the opening of spring.— West. Rec. 
ee 

“ What shall I do?” said a minister to an old 
friend ;—*“ my people are cold and worldy-mind- 
ed, and indifferent to the prosperity of the church. 
Souls are perishing in the midst ofus. What shall 
1 do to arouse them from this death-like stupor ?”’ 
Perhaps you indulge in the spisit of complaint 
and seldom encourage your people to come up to 
the work of the Lord. If so, it is all wrong. ° The 
spirit of complaint and fault finding iso part of 
the spiuit of Revivals. But on what part of your 
people do yon place your main dependance ?—on 
the young ? 

* Certainly : on the young.” 

Have you Sunday Schools attachéd to your 
Church ? 

“ Yes, several fine Schools ; and I rejoice to say 
that many of my younger members are heartily 
engaged in them, and are doing much good.” 

Do you often visit them, and encourage them 
by your prayers and good counsel ? 

* No I have no time.” 

The mystery is solved; with a complaining 
spirit and a neglect of Sunday Schools, how can 
you expect a Revival of Religion? Neglecting 
Sunday Schools, those nurseries of piety and hope 
of the church, it is no wonder that your younger 
members at least, are not with you. Go, redeem 
your time in these Schools; I have no doubt your 
people will be with you, in heart and effint, and 
that your labours will then be blest.—/V. Y. Obs. 

———— 


THE BLOOMFIELD ACADEMY, 


Is the property of the Presbyterian Education 
Society ; the plan of its present organization orig- 
inated with the Directors of that Society, and it is 
conducted by efficers of their appoimtment. 

Agreeably to previons notice, a public examina- 
tion of the students in the Lustitution was held in 
the Academy, on Friday last, October 6, and was 
attended by gentlemen from various parts of the 
State of New-Jersey, and from the city of New- 
York, as well as by several meinbers of the Buard 
of Trustees, 

The examination afforded decisive proof of dil- 
igence, attention and solid improvement in the 
pupils, and of unquestionable ability and care on 
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the part of the instructors. Several clergymen, 
and other gent‘emen who have had the experience 
of years in classical instruction, were present and 
assisted in the examination, and afterwards ex- 
pressed their cntire satisfaction with the method 
of instruction, as well adapted to make thorough 
scholars, critically acquainted with the subjects ot 
thein respective studies. In the evening of the 
same day, the students gave ap exhibition in the 
church, of their talents for speaking, much to their 
own credit, and the gratification of a yery respec- 
table audience. 

It is highly pleasing also to find that by prudent 
and skilful management in the department of the 
Supervisor; the most comfortable provision has 
uniformly been made for all the students, amongst 
whom are 12 beneficiaries, and yet, in this its firs 
and most trying term, the institution has cleared 
all its expenses within $31 36 ; and, if due allow- 
ance be made for services cheerfully rendered in 
Jabor by the beneficiaries, in the construction of a 
building for the preservation of vegetables in win- 
ter, for which cash must otherwise have been paid 
to hired laborers, then even this trifling loss will be 
covered. Nothing therefore appears wanting but 
the liberal patronage of ihe religious public to ren. 
der this institution at once a flourishing aud useful 
seminary of learning, and a most efficient engine 
of the Presbyterian Education Society in prepar- 
ing pious and indigent young men, thoroughly and 
economically, for the gospel ministry. 

The Directors of the Education Society on hear. 
ing the Repoitoef the ‘Trustees of the Academy, 
on Monday October 9th, passed an unanimous 
resolution, expressing their high gratification at 
the arrangements and prosperity of the Bloomfiela 
Academy, and returning a vote of thanks to Mr. 
A. Pierson, the Principal, and Mr. Z. B. Dodd, 
the Supervisor, for the ability, the care, and the 
unremittiag attention employed by those gentle- 
men in discharging their respective duties, as ofii- 
cers of this institution, 

The winter term commenced on Tuesday, Oct. 
Si1st, at 9 o’clock A. M. 

The charges will be as heretofore, viz.—To 
beneficiaries preparing for the gospel ministry, $1 
weekly for board and washing. ‘T'v other pupils, 
$1 75 weekly for board alone: Washing will con- 
stitute a separate charge; and during the winter 
session, every student will be subject to a simali 
additional expense for fuel and hights:—Tuition 
fees for the term, will be $12 for each student. 

Young men can be here qualified to enier any 
class in any College of the United States, or they 
may be prepared for mercantile pursuits, or even 
for engaging in study preparatory to any of the 
learned professions:—aud young men under the 
care of any Executive Committee of the Piesby- 
terian Education Society or of any Presbytery, 
may, on producing proper testimonials and inaking 
application to the Principal, to the Rev. G. N. 
Judd, of Bloomfield, or to the subscriber, obtain 
admission as beneficiaries. 

The Academy is situated in one of the healtii- 
est and pleasantest parts of the state of New-Jer- 
sey—-about 4 miles fiom: Newark, aud 13 from 
New-York. The students all reside in the same 
building, and eat at the saine table with the officers 
of the institution, who bestow unremitting atten- 
tion to secures their safety, their health and their 
good morals. Few seminaries of learning it is 
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presumed, offer equal inducements to secure the 
patronage of the almovers of christian benefirence, 
or of parents and guardians anxious to place 
youth under able instruction combined with pa- 
ternal vigilance 

By order of the Trustees of the Academy, and 
of the Directors of the Presbyterian Education 
Society. WILLIAM T. HAMILTON, 


Secretary of the Board of Trrustecs. 
Newark, Oct. 11, 1828. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 











A writer in the Western Recorder proposes, that 
those churches which have been favored with revivals 
of religion the year past, should manifest their grati- 
tude, by taking up a contribution for some missiona- 
ry object, on Thanksgiving day. We hope this pro- 
posal will be adopted not only by those churches 
which have been thus favored of the Lord, but that 
those who have been passed by and left barren and 
unfruitful, will repent, and do their first works. If 
they believe in the promise, that those who water 
others shall themselves be watered, let them, with 
their prayers and thanksgivings, do works meet for 
repentance. 

“Will a man rob God? yet ye have robbed me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye 
all the tithes into the store-house, that there may be 
meat in mine bouse, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if 1 will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 


A CALL FROM THE OCEAN, 


Or an APPEAL TO THE Parriot and THE CuRIS- 
TIAN In Beware or SEAMEN. 





The Rev. Mr. Truair, Correspondisig Secretary of 
the American Seamen’s Friend Society, has lately 
submitted to the public, an interesting pamphlet, 
bearing the above title. Our limits will admit only 
of a brief notice ; but we heartily wish it might be read 
in full, by every friend of Christianity, from a con- 
viction that it would disclose to the eyes of many a 
state of things of which they little dream; and awaken 
in behalf of those of our fellows “‘who go down to 
the sea in ships, that do business upon the great wa- 
ters,” those sympathies which have been no where 
else so long withheld, Drawing his information from 
his own observation and a long acquaintance among 
seamen, Mr. Truair has shown that the moral condi- 
tion of this great class of men is loathsome and wretch. 
ed beyoud conception; while he proves that their im- 
provement is not only au imperious Christian duty, 
but that it has an intimate and immediate bearing up- 
on our commercial and political interests. The sea- 
man’s pursuits, at the same time that they force him 
from his country and home, bear him away from its 
wholesome laws and rules, from the jealous scfutiny 
of friends, and the constraint of public opinion. Apd 
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when, if the control of a moral sense is ever needed, 
if piety has on this erring earth any one office more 
important than another, where are they more needed 
than where those outward restrairts are taken away. 

Mr. Truair has remarked with earnestness upon 
the accession which the cause of Christian missious 
among the heathen would receive from the example 
of pious seamen. 


It would, too, (says he) be some alleviation to 
the sufferings of the missionaries, and sofien ma- 
ny of the pangs which they feel on leaving their 
friends, their homes and their firesides, to po to an 
unknown country, and among a people of an un- 


known tongue, to preach the salvation of Christ, 
could they once fitid In every sailor a Christian 


brother, instead of a thoughtless blasphemitig sin- 
ner. And how greatly would their burdens be 
lightened, on their arrival among the heathen, 
could they find in every seaman a helper in the 
work of the Lord, instead of an enemy to waste 
and destroy? It is certainly and obviously true, 
that sailors, if generally pious, would be the most 
active and powerful auxiliaries to foreign missions 
of almost any men in the world. But, generally 
vicious and abandoned, as they now are, they 
throw innumerable and constant hindrances in tie 
way of their progress, and do more to prejudice 
the minds of the heathen against the Christian re- 
ligion, than all other men besides. 

After suggesting many other considerations, shew- 
_ ing that the conversion of seamen is important, and 

speaking of the exertions that are made in their be- 
half, the writer says :— 

The result of these labors has been the fact, that 

a flood of light has been thrown on the world in 
regard to the character, situation and prospects of 
seamen; and also on their important connexion 
with the various interests of man in this world, 
and the destinies of thousands in the next. More 
knowledge has probably been diffused in the 
world, on the subject of seamen, within ten years 
past, than in as many ce turies before. Bat 
knowledge is not all that has been gained by these 
efforts. The soul of many a poor sailor has been 
saved by thei! It is not possible to ascertain the 
entire results of these efYorts on the moral charac- 
ter of seamen, wor yet the nu:inber who have been 
savingly benefited by them. Five thousand sea- 
nen, however, have been reported as having pass 
ed “ from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God,” by means of them, and about 
the same number of boat and river men, in Great 
Britain alone. But these are probably not all who 
have been so benefitted ; although there may be 
reckoned some who miav draw back unto perdition. 
We have, at pfesent, no data by which to ascer- 
tain the nuniber in America; it is, however, con- 
fidently believed that some hundreds have been 
savingly benefitted by the dabors of these institu. 
tions. We confidently expect that the efforts of 
“The American Seamen’s Friend Society,” will 
soon enable us to ascertain this fact with some de- 
gree of probability, as well as a pumber of other 
items in relation to seamen, and those eonnecied 
with them. ‘There is, also, an acknowledged and 
striking difference in the moral sensibilities and 
conduct of sailors for the better, sitice the com- 
mencement of these operations. There are many 
pious, praying men, not only in the merchant ser- 
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vice, but also in the navy, both in England and 
America. It is, on the whole, questionable, wheth- 
er any religious institution, according to its efforts 
and the number of its friends, has received more 
striking testimonials of the approbation of God, 
than has the seaman’s institution. Such facts as 
these should form a motive sufficiently strong to 
induce all the saints of the Most High to come up 
to this “ help of the Lord against the mighty” foes 
of seamen at once, and thus rescue many a poor 
sailor from sin and condemnation. 

There is one more motive which we will urge. 
It is derived from the shortness and uncertainty 
of human life, and from the destructions which 
are almost constantly coming upon the sailor. 
Human life, at best, is but “ a vapor, that appear- 
eth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
Our days, in our best estate, pass away “like the 
swift ships,” and are gone like “ the weaver’s shut- 
tle.” So frail is man, that true it is 

“ The spider’s most attenuated thread, 

Is cord, is enble, to man’s tender tie 

On earthly bliss; it breaks at every breeze.”’ 

This fact shon!d stir up a spirit of holy emula- 
tion in all the children of God, not only in the 
work of self preparation for their Jast account, but 
also of doing good to their fellow-men, and spread- 
ing abroad the saving health of Christ’s salvation, 
among the children of this sinning world. It 
should also awaken a slumbering world to the 
long arrears of obligation to her seamen, which 
yet remains uncancelled. If the life of other men 
he short and uncertain, mnch more may this be 
said of the sailor’s life. By the various iils and 
disasters which they experience, they are general- 
ly swept off either in youth or in middle age. It 
isa marked ‘and striking fact, that we rarely see 
an old sailor. They are swept away in multtades 
by their courses of dissipation and vice: and, as 
if these were not enough, to their aid comes in the 
pestilence, the sword, and the storm. The latter 
of which, alone, is almost constanUy sounding the 
funeral requiem of the poor neglected mariner. 
“From a ship of war of the first class, carrying 
above a thonsand men, down to the little fishing- 
hoat, with but two or three hands on board, how 
often does the sea ingulph the whole! Death 
carries off the heathen, as it removes our neigh- 
bors on land, by a few at a time ia one place, and 
by a few in another, and that by a gradual pro- 
cess. But at sea, the storm howls the death-knell 
of multitudes at once; and sometimes the batile, 
in a few short hours, sends into eternity more of 
our seamen than would people several of our mid- 
dle sized towns ;’—and most of them more un- 
prepared for death, if possible, than the very 
heathen themselves, and yet there has been little 
or no persevering effort to prepare them for so 
sudden and unexpected a change. When the 
sailor is sick, and dying in a foreign land, it is at 
this moment too lamentably true, that “ no man 
cares for his soul. When he is pouring out his 
life blood on the deck of a ship of war, or is in an 
instant despatched by a cannon ball into an eter- 
nal world, he has no time to learn what he must 
do to be saved! Or when sinking in the deep wa- 
ters. the waves his winding sheet, and the how! of 
the storm the last sound that breaks on his ear, he 
can receive no consolation from attendant friends! 
In his sickness, on a foreign shorey he looks in 
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In his death, in most eases, he in vain asks for 
some kind neighbor to read or pray for his edifica- 
tion; and never can he direct them to call in the 
minister of the gospel of Christ for his comfort.” 
The number who are thus deprived, aud who die 
in some such way, is incalculably great, probably 
not less than tens of thousands annually from 
Chistian lands. And is it possible that such a 
sum of buman woe, in so interesting and useful 
a class of our fellow-men, can be suffered longer 
to remain unassuaged ? Shall not the benevolent 
individuals and societies who have taken in hand 
to alleviate this suffering, and to reform: the vices 
of these men, be promptly and liberally supported 
in their undertaking ? Will not our country arise 
from her slumbers over the miserie$ of her sea- 
men, and pour a litle of her abundant consola- 
tions into the hearts of her suffering tars? And 
will not the Christian community make one uni- 
ted and speedy effort to bring the seamen out of 
this state of oppwession and cruel bondage, “ into 
the glorious liberty ofthe children of God ?” Will 
not the ministers of the Lord Jesus immediately 
sound an alarm on this subject, and both by argu 

ment and persuasion, awaken as deep an interest 
in their congregations, and stir up as active efforts 
for the salvation of seamen as for the heathen? 
Will they not do it for the very heathen’s sake ? 
We would affectionately invite them, and most 
earnestly intreat them to do it, for the love they 
bear to the Saviour’s cause on earth !—for the in- 
terest they feel in the peace and happiness of their 
country and of the world !—and for the solicitude 
they have for the eternal salvation of immortal 
souls, a single one of which if of more real value 
than all the wealth of the universe! Look again 
at the seilor’s influence and importance in the des- 
tinies of the world!—Look at the important aid 
which they might and would.render to the church 
of God, if they were all holy men! Look at the 
frowns of heaven which rest on the chureh and on 
the world for theiy lung and cruel neglect of them! 
Look at the solemn adjudications of the Jast day! 
~And from that day look at each single sailor’s 
soul in its endless progression in bliss or in wo! — 
Aod then, with it all in your eye, ask, whether it 
be possible, with all the apathy of the Priest and 
the Levite, longer to pass the seamen by without 
binding up their wounds—pouring in the consola- 
tions of the gospel, aud endeavoring to save their 
souls ?—I turn mine eye on the stormy deep and 
say— 

‘I've seen the dark ship proudly braving, 

With high sail set, and streamers waving, 

The tempest roar, and battle pride ; 
i’ve seen those floating streamers shrinking— 
The high sail rent—the proud ship sinking 
Beneath the ocean tide : ; 
And heard the seamen farewell sighing, 
His body on the dark sea bying,--- 
His death-prayer to the wind! 

But sadder sight the eye can know, : 

Than proud barque lost, and seaman’s wo,--- 

Or battle fire, or tempest cloud,--- 

Or prey birds’ shriek, and ocean's shroud !--- 

Tug sHIPWRECK OF THE SOUL.” 

To prevent the painfulness, and the crime of 
such a shipwreck, O! my country, this appeal is 
made to thee!—O let it not pass away from thee 
unheeded, lest there be many more cries to heav- 
en for vengeance on thee, from the souls of thy 
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toils and suffering, by tears and blood! Pity! 
Pity! O pity the sailor’s dying soul, and make 
him once happy in the thought that he bas Chris- 
tian friends, and a grateful country ! 


Revivals. 


Would that it wee possible forever te dislodge 
from the bosom of a certain speculative portion of 
the Christian community, their unreasonable pre- 
judices against the vigorous and systematic appli- 
cation of means, in the promotion of revivals of 
religion. But there is a grand difficulty in the 
way ; the spirit of drowsiness has taken fast hold 
on such men, and they refuse to shake it off —~ 
iThey hatfdream that ail is not right, and tha: sin- 
ners are in danger ; but the dream does not break 
their slumbers. If any one addresses them in the 
gentle accents of persuasion, they rub their eyes 
for one brief moment, and fall to nodding again. 
If he presumes to speak of danger, why it is the 
very thing about which they have been dreaming. 
If he puts forth his hand to arouse them, they com- 
plain of his rashness and want of charity. If he 
calls londly upon the bones of the valley, which 
are “* exceeding dry,” they beg of him to desist, 
for fear there may be some impraper “ noise,” or 
some imprudent “ shaking” among these bones. 
If he disturbs them too much, they will not come 
together, “ bone to his bone.” This will never do: 
He aust win them with the soft accents of invita- 
tion-; he mustspeak forth in the mild breathings of 
an evening Zephyr; or if he ever ventures to ut- 
ter the stern language of prophecy, he must avert 
his face from them and only speak about the na- 
ture and condition of the dead in general. This 
course would be prudent and safe, while a more 
vigorous and decided one would lead to disturb- 
ance and to danger among the bones of the valley, 
and above all interrupt the tranquillity. of those 
Christians who are slumbering. 

But to speak plainly : There is a spirit of cavil- 
ling gone forth among a certain prudent sort of 
Christians, which is truly alarming. They, to be 
sure, have been so long acquainted with the sub- 
ject of revivals, that they can at length distinguish 
between the genuine and the false, without the la- 
bour of investigation. ‘Phey can judge from 
means instead of results; or rather they pretend to 
infer what the results must certainly be, from a 
mere partial examination of themeans which have 
preceded them. Some things perhaps they have 
personally noticed ; others have come to their ears 
through the medium of vagve report. Strange 
stories have been told them. The servants of God 
have been too much in earvest; they have dealt 
vo plainly with sinners, and have offered great 
disturbance to slumbering Christians. Sinners 
have been too much frightened at the danger of 
their condition. They have been too much afraid 
of losing their souls. They have been so solici- 
tous about the consequences of delay, as to be un- 
willing to wait God's usual time for the biessing 
of conversion. Their convictions were so sudden 
that they had not ume for rational reflection, and 
so powerful that they couJd not long resist them. 
The men were not permitted to feel out their way 
deliberately in the dark ; nor to leave one hiding 
place afier another, until the very last of all had 
failed to screen them from the rays of the sun of 
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tions should at least create suspicion. The work 
at any rate must have been partly spurious ; ind 
there must be great danger that it will soon come 
to nought, and prove a dishonor to the cause. 
This specious but fallacious mode of reasoning, 
we lament to say, has gone éxtensively abroad, 
and in some instances bas even pervaded the chair 
of theology. Indeed it has done so much mischief 
every where, that it is high time for jt to be expos- 
ed. One method of exposing it, would doubtless 
be to give faithful narratives of the results of revi- 
vals as connected with external means. Such a 
narrative is now needed in Ontario county, and 
we hope that it may seon be in readiness for pub- 


lication. ‘The honor of God requires it, The in- 
terest of immortal souls may be jeopardized by its 


delay. Such a narrative, after all that has been 
aaid, would doubtless disclose more than enough 
of moderation, and candour and prudeice, to sat- 
isfy any rational mind who contemplates the mag- 
nitude of the existing results. These we would 
mention to the eternal praise and glory of our God 
—It is his arm alone that brought salvation. Yet 
when we call to mind, that in years past, the num- 
ber of one hundred converted ip any given place, 
was deemed a great ingathering of souls, and re- 
flect that in three several towns within this coun 
ty, the number of hopeful converts may be stated 
at about 250, 450 and 500, (embracing different 
denominations) we must confess the greatest won 
der is, there should have been such little amount 
of feeling, so much stillness and regularity, and 
such clear evidence of the gennineness of the 
work, displayed in the numerous subjects of it ; to 
this last circumstance, especially, would we call 
the attention of our doubting friends. Let them 
here vead the characier of the work ; for after all, 
“ by their fruits ye shall know them.”— West Ree. 


The following heart-stirring description has been 
furnished us by an individual, in whom we place 
the most emtive confidence. How many moral 
wastes are there in our country, that would pre- 
sent a similar aspect, under the reviving influ 
ences of the Sun of Righteousness! lufidelity 
and iniquity are always the bane of society in 
such places ; but they must yield to the force of 
divine truth sent home upon the heart.—ib, 


Revival in Falius, Onondaga Co. N- Y. 


The work in this town began to be visible in the 
month of July. It appeared in the woking up of 
‘Gou’s people from their long sleep of death.— 
There were no subjects of conversion till the be- 
gining of August. A course of means was then 
set in operation, viz. Stated preaching on the Sab- 
bath, und meetings every wight in the week, with 
visiting from house to house. No sooner did chris- 
tians begin to work, than the operations of the ho- 
lv spirit became distinctly visible. Numbers were 
* pricked to the heart, and cried out.” The wick 
ed took the alarm, came forth from thei h ding 
places, and rallied their hosts. For a while they 
made a desperate strugele, and the little church 
stood trembling. Scaicely a sinner was there to 
be found in the place, who did not hold as it were 
a sword in one hand and a dagger in the other. 
But we felt that “the weapons of our warfare were 
not carnal ; we made our prayer to our God,” and 
bis arm wrought deliverance. Among the first 


who were brought down, was one who had been a 





confirmed infidel—who having deeply studied the 
philosophy of Voltaire, Hume and others, had 
cooily set aside the bible as a dream or a false- 
hood. But his refuges of lies were torn away from ~ 
him and he was seen prostrate crying for mercy. 
The next Sabbath he publicly renounced his for- 
mer belief, gave an account of his exercises of 
mind, and his hope in a crucified Redeemer.— 
This seemed a signal of further victory. The ranks 
of the wicked were broken, and their boldest 
champions fell on every side. The enquiry meet- 
ings became crowded, while writhing agonies and 
bursting sobs told the distress that tortured the soul. 

My limits will not admit of particulars, thougla 
ipany individual cases have been of uncommon 
interest. e can only say that the work is still 
in progress, and that since the Ist of August, not 
far from 80 have become hopeful subjects of re- 
newing grace. Of this number, more than ‘half 
are heads of families; and a thing which is un- 
common in revivals, more than hadf are also males. 
The greatest portion of these had been profane 
swearers ; and while this was their life, in senti- 
ment they were universalisls, deists and atheists. 
On one street there were three neighbours adjoin- 
ing each other, one of whom was an atheist, the 
next a universalist aged 73, and the next a deist. 
The deist with his wife and three daughters—the 
grey-headed universalist, his wife, son and daugh- 
ter, and the atheist, are all found now sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, and bowing around their family al- 
tars. Themen, with scarcely a single exception, 
come forward and lead in the meetings for prayer 
—and Oh! to hear prayer and praise the most fer- 
vent, from mouths Ifely filled with cursing and 
blasphemy, it is enough to melt a heart of marble ! 

Tlie work has since extended to Preble, where 
between thirty and forty are already hopeful sub- 
jects. The whole valley from Preble to the cen- 
tre of this town, a distance of about ten miles, has 
heen shaken, and the work is going on. Never 
had there been a general work in this region, and 
the desolation which spread itself on every side 
was appaling. There is but ove Presbyterian 
church of about 50 members in this town, and 
within the limits of this society the revival has 
been mostly confined. We have suffered greatly, 
and continue to suffer from sectarian influence, 
and was it in the power of earth or jell to stop a 
work of God, our hearts would faint within as. It 
is one of the waste places of Zion ; and ifany pevu- 
ple need the prayers and charities of the church, 
this is that people ; and to all who love the souls 
of men, we say—* Forget us not.” 

The Voice of this little Church. 
Fasivus, Oct. 12, 1826. 





Reinforcement.—Mr. Homan Hallock sailed 
from Boston Oct. 16, bound for the Mediterrane- 
an, expecting to joim the mission at Malta in the 
capacity of a printer. He has some knowledge of 
the Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and is well ac- 
quainted with the printing business, 


Dedication and Installation.—The new Church 
in Green-sireet, Boston, was dedicated on Wed- 
nesday last, Oct. 25, and the Rev. Wm. Jenks was 
installed at the same time as Pastor of the church 
and congregation assembling there. 


Seneca Mission.—A friend at the west writes 
us that this mission was never in a more prosper- 
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ous and interesting state that at the present time ; 
but adds, that if a few boxes of clothing could be 
Bee on, they would be very acceptable.— W. Rec. 


OBITUARY. 


DYING HOURS OF MRS. SWEET: 

Died, in Canaan, Wayne county, Pa, on the 29th 
ult. Elizabeth M. Sweet, wife of Dr. Thomas Sweet, 
and daughter of Wm. Myer, Esq. of Wysox, aged 22. 
She had been for more than five years a consistent 
member of the Presbyterian church, and ever took a 
deep and lively interest in the spread of that Gospel 
she had found so precious to herself. With the aid 
of Missionary Boxes and Cards, and in various ways 
stggested by a benevolent heart, she collected for the 
Lord's treasury. The Bible cause was to ter very 
precious, and in her death the “ Female Bible Associ- 
ation,” of which she was Secretary, mourn the loss 
of one of its most faithful and energetic members. 

She was taken suddeoaly ill on Sabbath afternoon ; 
and on account of stupor and partial delirium, re- 
mained for the most part insensible of her situation 
till 2 o'clock on Wednesday morning; when, as she 
appeared to be sinking, her companion informed her 
of his apprehension that they were about to be sepa- 
rated. She immediately aroused to the full exercise 
of all her mental powers. Then, with that clearness 
of thought and decision of manners which were natu- 
ral to her while in health, she addressed her surround 
ing friends, ‘I am surprised that you think I am go- 
ing to die. It has been my impression that I should 
recover. There is something gloomy in the view of 
an untimely grave; the thought of leaving my dear 
husband and lovely babe, is painful; have you all giv- 
en me up?"’ She was told that to haman appearance 
she was nigh to death. She replied, ‘‘ Well, I have 
thought I dedicated myself to the Lord for time and 
eternity. I have thought I delighted in his worship 
and loved his cause; and [ trust he will now be my 
God, and will admit me into his heaventy kingdom to 
worship him there.”’. She requested one of her friends 
to pray that, if it was the Lord’s will, she might re- 
cover to glorify him on the earth; but if not, that she 
might glorify him in death,---that she might die the 
death of the righteous. She then, with the greatest 
propriety, composure and fervor, prayed, herself, 
with the most humble confession of sin; and after- 
' wards, that if there was ove sin yet unrepented of, it 
might then be set before her, that she might repent. 

Not long after, she said, ‘‘ I feel perfectly composed 
in view of death, but I do not feel triumphant. I 
want to feel ‘ O death where is thy sting,’ &c. [want 
to feel that to die is gain.”” She requested that the 
5ist Pslam might be read, during which she frequeut- 
ly anticipated the reader, reciting the verse commen- 
ced. Afterwards she requested a bymn sung, and 
another prayer made. She then addressed each one 
present, as their circumstances seemed to require, 
and gave a short message for each of her father’s 
family who were absent. 

To her busband she said, “ We have enjoyed as 
much happiness together as is possible for mortais; 
but we loved each other too well. We have loved 
. the world too much. | regret that I have not lived 
wholly devoted to the service of God. Thisis the on- 
ly thing worth living for. Now serve God with your 
whole heart, and train up our little one for him.’’--- 
Her language to those who professed religion was, 
“ Study the Scriptures. Pray much. Warn sinners: 
set a good example before them. Live the life of the 
righteous, that you may die his death. To those who 
had no hope, “ Prepare for death. Soon my situa- 
tion will be yours, and then what will the world profit 
you! O there is nothing like heaven.” She then re- 
quested one present to call her neighbors, naming 
them, and said, “‘ Tell them I have a dying message 
to them.”” When they came, she said, “‘ My message 
to you is, ‘ Prepare, O prepare to meet your God.’ [rt 
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is from a most interesting situation 1 address you 
My accounts are about to be sealed up to the Judge 
ment of the great day.”” She then expressed her ree 
gret that she had not, while in health, testified to them 
the importance and excellence of the Christian reli- 
gion, by a more godly life; and said she was thankful 
for an opportunity to warn them with her dying 
breath, and in near view of eternity. “ Yes,” said 
she, “1 delieve there is a heaven and there is a hell." 

She was told that perhaps she might live till more 
of her friends arrived whom she was very enxious to 
see, and that she had better rest. She remained in a 
quiet and composed frame through the day, and said 
but little. At one time, when some hopes were ex- 
pressed that her life might be prolonged, sbe said, “lf 
I should live, Doctor, you must help me to conquer, 
end I will you te that we may live 
above the world.” She requested that her subscrip- 
tion to the Bible Association might be continued, and 
desired her husband to remember, for her sake, the 
Bible Society, the Missionary Society, and the Edu- 
cation Society, and also the Tract Society. 

About 3 o’clock, her friends all thought ber dying 
—but instead of the gloom which frequently shrouds 
the abode of death, the smile of joy was mingled with 
the tears of sorrow, and it was emphatically felt, 
“The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
is privileged beyond the common walks of life.”’ 

After requesting the 14th of John to be read, she 
said, “‘ Does the Stoic, the Infidel, or the Atheist, feel 
as 1 do? No; I feel an unshaken confidence in God ; 
my hope is an anchor to the soul, sure and stedfast.” 
On being asked if she saw any gloom in the valley of 
the shadow of death, she replied, “ No; the brigit 
beam of my Saviour’s lovely countenance makes it 
appear pleasant. -Earth has no joys forme. Yes, 
my dear husband, I can cheerfully give you up and 
our little babe. I feel that I can say, ‘To die js gain’ 
—‘O death where is thy sting!” 

She called for the child, she kissed it and said, “It 
is hard to thik of leaving her; but the Lord can take 
better care,of her than f ian. Dedicate her to him. 
I believe she will be received into his kingdom,.”’— 
Those whom she had not before addressed, were then 
remembered, commencing with this remark,—‘] 
think death-bed warnings seldom have any effect.” 

Two physicians who had attended her with unre- 
mitted kindness during her illness, were conversed 
with in a most persuasive manner. She called her 
father, who had arrived during the night, clasped her 
arms round his-neck, kissed him and sail, ‘My dear 
father, | love you very much, and am exceeding glad 
to see you. It is now two years since I left you; they 
have been the bappiest of my life; and had I known 
all that would have occurred to this hour, I should 
have done as I did. I have enjoyed all that it is pos- 


die. I have desired that the Lord would spare my 
life three years, that | might bear some fruit,---that I 
might live in such a manner that you, my dear father, 
might be led to embrace the religion of Jesus. I may 
live two or three days, and it is porsible that I may 
recover; but | expect this is the last. [have been 
very anxious tosee you, my father, that I might warn 
you to prepate for death. I do vot know bet you 
are prepared; T never asked you the question, ‘ Fa- 
ther, have you any hope in God ?’+-You see that Lam 
now about to die; I feel perfectly composed and hap- 
py. This is the effect of that religion which I want 
you to possess.”’ Her work seemedtobedone. The 
last she was heard to say was, “O, whew shall I be 
released from this body of sin and death?” She lin- 
gered till 10 o’clock on Tuesday morning, and thea 
fell aslcep.---W. ¥. Obs. 


Tuanksarvines.—In Connecticut, Nov. 16th; New- 





Hampshire, Nov. 23d; Massachusetts, Noy. 3vth : 
Maine, Nov. 30th ; New-York, Dec. Tth 





sible to enjoy in the world, but I am now going to. 
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THE PRESENT WANTS OF THE AMERICAN ED- 
UCATION SOCIETY. 


This Society has wow been in operation about 
ten years. Difficulties of a peculiar kind have 
stood in the way of its success, but a firm and 

rowing conviction of the importance and prac- 
ticubility of its object has enabled its Directors and 
Patrons hitherto to surmount every obstacle. 
The resolution is formed, and by the help of God, 
will be carried into entire execution, of raising up a 
supply of laborers for every part of that immense 
field which is ripening unto harvest in different 
quarters of the worki. Nothing as wanting but 


the united and liberal support of the friends of re- 
ligion and of markind, to crown te edurts with 


ultimate and complete success. The Directors of 
the American Educatiqn Society are endeavoring 
to carry forward that part of the work which js 
eutrusted to them, with all the energy whieh their 
méans and opportunities adnrit. About filty min- 
isters have already been given to the world by their 
exertions; and nearly ten times that number are 
now in various stages of their education preparing 
for the sacred office, who have been aided more or 
less by the funds of the Institution. A new and 
improved system of operations has been recently 
adopted, the result of long reflection and exper- 
ence, which promises to place the Society upon a 
durable foundation, and remove many difficulties 
which have heretofore opposed its success. As 
this system is shortly to be published, it is unne- 
cessary to explain it in this briee notice. The ob- 
ject in the present communication is to apprize 
the friends of the Society of the heavy efbarrass- 
ments, and pressing necessities with which it is 
Strugling at this moment. Owing tg causes of an 
incidential nature, which it is hoped are now be- 
ginning to be removed, by the appointinent of an 
individual to take the oversight of the numerous 
and complicated concerns of the Society and to 
devote his whole time to its interests, the funds 
have been gradually diminishing till they have be- 
come entirely inadequate to mect the engagements 
ofthe Society. It will scarcely be credited by 
those who have not had opportunity of knowing 
the finaneial state of the Lnstitutida, that while its 
Sele appropriations amount to nearly three 
thousand dollars, the whole sum _ received at the 
Treasury for current use during the last quarte: 
was but four hundred dollars, siz or seven Himes 
less than was necessary to meet its engagements 
to its beneficiaries; and yet, the sum appropriated 
to each beneficiary ts but seventy-two dollars per 
year, and while fitting for college, but forty eight 
dollars, which is little, if any more than half 
enough to cover all his expenses even whreve the 
Striclest ecovomy is practised. Unzcier tiese cir- 
cumstinces the Directors have no akernative but 
that of appealing alirectly and urgently to the libe- 
rality of the friends of the institution, or of aban- 
doning the objects of their patronage. It seeins 
not to be naderstood so clearly as it should be, that 
their recent snecess in obtaining scholarships, in 

stead of providing present relief, is calculated rath- 
er to lessen thé donations for current use 5; inas 

much as those who have given thein cannot be 
expected to do much for the contingent fund, and 
the interest accruing from the scholarships, does 
not Ordinarily become due ull one year from the 
tinge when they wece given. Besides, the Direc- 
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tors need and must obtain a scholarship for each 
beneficiary, instead of having only fifly such foun- 
dations as is now the fact, before they can safely 
rely upon this resource for support, and then a* 
large contingent {fund will be requisite to enable 
the Directors to fill out the appropriation to each 
individual over and above the interest of the schol- 
arship, which is but sixty dollars. The officers 
of the Society will do their utmost to extricate it 
from the en:barrassment into which it is thrown, 
and to prevent the accumulation of a debt which 
is already great; bnt after all, their reliance must 
be npon the liberality of the public. No man, 
and wo body of men, can sustain the institution 
and carry it forward with the success which the 
wauts of our country and of the world demand— 
unless there is felt throughout the land a deep and 
growing interest in its object, and the hands of the 
benevolent are opened wide in support of it. - 

Friends of the Redeemes, and of the souls of 
when! will you oot lend your aid, to an institution 
which isseeking m the midst of difficulties to raise 
up and send forth heralds of salvation to the thous- 
ands at home, aud to the millions abroad, who are’ 
destitute of the Gospel ? Will yon regret at the fin- 
al day, any sacrifice which you may now make in 
this cause ? Reflect upon the call which the Lord of 
the Harvest is now making upon you for your 
assistance and co-operation in this great work, and 
when you have read these lines—-ingnire of Him— 
“what wilt thos have me todo?” Anv donation 
for present use may be sent to Aaron P. Cleveland, 
Esq. Treasurer of the Society, Boston—or to the 
Treasurer of either of the Branch Societies in New 
England. By order of the Divectors, 

E. Corne ius, See’ry. 





RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS OF THE KING OF 
PRUSSIA. 


A few months since, we stated that the Duchess of 
Anhalt Coethen, one of the petty sovereigns of Germa- 
ny, had renounced the Protestant and embraced the 
Catholic religion. The Duchess is a natural daughter 
of the father of Frederick William, the present King 
of Prussia; and her apostacy appears to have been 
deeply regretted by the king, both on account of his 
regard for his sister’s spiritual welfare, and from an 
appreheusion that it would give countenance to a ru- 
mor which had been circulated, that he himself was 
attached to Popery. To discharge his duty to his 
sister, therefore, and to remove all suspicions from 
himself, the king wrote a letter to the Duchess, in 
which, atter lamenting the rash step which she had 
taken, and commending her to the mercy of Ged, he 
proceeds in the extract which we have given below, to 
relate the manuer in which he formed his own -reli- 
gious opinions. It is gratifying to find that a mon- 
arch, who ranks as one of the five most powerful 
sovereigns in Europe, bas, after a long and serious in- 
vestigation, embraced evangelical sentiments from a 
deep conviction of their truth, and of their accord- 
ance with the word of God We before knew that 
king Frederic was a friend ef Bible Societies, and of 
all the efforts of evangelical Christians to diffuse the 
spirit of true religion among his subjects,—we knew 
aiso that he had appointed Professor T&oluck, who is 
as highly distinguished for his piety and zeal as for 
his learning, to the Presideucy of the University of 
Halle, the most important literary institution in Prus- 
sin; but we did not know till we perused his letter, 
that these measures were the result of a deep convic- 
tion of the truth of evangelical doctrines, founded on 
caretul examinatioy of the evidences. 
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From Reichenecker’s Statistical Tables we perceive 
that the king is only fifty-five years of age. May be 

long live to be a wlessing to his people anda patron of 
» all judicious efforts to extend the influence of pure re- 
ligion in the north of Germany. The following is the 
extract to which we alluded: [V. ¥. Obs. 


“ For my own part, I can only, from the bottom of 
my heart, lament and deplore the gross error, the de- 
lusion, into which you have fallen. Assuredly, O most 
assuredly, you would have beee safe from all risk of 
committing this dreadful act, had you, instead of giv- 
ing your mind to the polemical writings of either 
Protestants or Catholics, read with care and atten- 
tion your Bible, and in particular the New Testament. 
This is what | have done ; for ata period ef controver- 
sy some years ago, | endeavored to make myself in- 
timately acquainted with the peculiar” grounds on 
which both religions rest, and for this purpose I appli- 
ed myself assiduously to the Bible, and sought there- 
in the doctrines taught by Christ and his Apostles. 
This investigation led™me to quite the contrary con- 
clus.on to that at which you have arrived; for since 
then | have been more satisfied in my mind, and more 
than ever penetrated with the truth of the old evan- 
gelical system, as established by the Reformation and 
Luther, and by contemporaneous, or at least recently 
posterier systematic writings, in particular the Jugs- 
burgh Confession, which, next to the Holy Scriptures, 
forms the foundation of the Evangelical Creed. This 
most strictly corresponds with the religion of Jesus 
Christ, as delivered to us by the Apostles themselves, 
and by the Fathers of the Church in the first ages of 
Christianity, before a popedom existed. It was far 
from the intention of Luther to found a new religion. 
His only object was to purify the faith from the base 
alloy aud dross which had been introduced into it by 
popery, and which had accumulated to such an.ex- 
tent, that more value was placed on this impure mass 
than on the genuine doctrine, which lay buried and 
almost annihilated under it. 1 did not hesitate to ex- 
amimue Catholic Missals and Catholic Catechisms, 
which I not only perused but studied. Against these 
I placed the old Evangelical Liturgies and service 
books of the first half of the 16th century (that is, of 
the time of the Reformation,) compared them with 
each other, and thus again recognized the perfect ac- 
cordance of the evangelical doctrines with the religion 
of Christ, and, on the contrary, the decided departure 
therefrom of the Catholic doctrines in many cardinal 
points. Nevertheless, there is much valuable matier 
in the Catholic missals; but every thing good in them, 
Luther or the authors of the Evangelic Liturgies, who, 
labored in his name, acknowledged and attained. 
Since then, however, the men of wwodern theories have 
ventured to undervalue all this, and to treat the ques- 
tion as insignificant. But the pure evangelic doctrine 
still remains untouched,and may easily be found by 
those who do not begrudge the labor of seeking for it; 
as, in fine, has lately been done, the investigation hav- 
ing given birth to a renovation of the ancient Evan- 
gelic Prayer Book, of which, in its details, you proba- 
bly know as little as you do of the old Liturgies of the 
time of the Reformation, the Augsburgh Confession, 
and other writings of the same kind. 

“ This language will perhaps appear rude and un- 
kind to you. It is probable, ajso, that it is not what 
you expected; for, according to what you state in 
your letter, you were confident that [ could not in my 
heart blame your conduct, as what you had done was 
the result of mature consideration. But, be this as it 
may, | can view the matter no otherwise than I have 
done. I speak as my heart dictates----good or ill it 
must come out. If Il be wrong, may God pardon me! 
May God also be with you, and forgive you, if your 
conviction lead you into error. For what is convic- 
tion if it do not correspond with the word of God re- 
corded in the Holy Scripture? Nothing but decep- 
ifon and delusion.” 


: Proclamation.— Obituary. 


RY HIS EXCELLENCY 
. OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
Governor and Commander iu Chief in and over the State of 
Connectic ul, 


A PROCLAMATION. 

Notwithstanding the controling of the Supreme Router 
of the world has been signally manifested in unusual oc- 
currences, during the present year: His benevolence and 
mercy have been equally displayed inthe generul health, or- 
der and tranquillity, which have prevailed, and in the com- 
petent supplies which have rewarded the industry of His 
people. 

I have therefore, thought proper to appoint Thursday, 
the sixteenth day of Novenber next, vo he observed, by ail 
descriptions of people in this State, as a day of public 
Tnanknsenvine anv Praren to Almiginy God; andl 
accordingly recomwiend to all the good people thereof 
to abstain from all customary avocations, and to assemble 
with their Pastors aud Spiritaal Teachers, on that dey, at 
the respective places designated for public worship, then 
and there to offer united, sincere aod thankful adorations 
to Almighty God tor all His inestimable favors to our 
State and nation ; especially’ to thank Him, that He has 
nourished the fruits of the earth, and permitted them to be 
collected in such abundance for the support of man aod 
beast; that He has so generally preserved the lives of 
His people ; caused knowledge, science and the erts to 
extend, and order, virtue, and practical religion to pre- 
vail. And while thus presenting devout oblations for the 
favours we have received, to entreat that He would more 
abundantly shower on all, the blessings of His grace § 
enable us to repent of all our sins, and conform our lives 
and conduct to the perfect example of His Son, the Sav- 
iour and Judge of mankind, who has assured to Bis fol- 
lowers a glorious and happy immortality. 

At the same time to offer sincere prayers that He would 
bless, direct and gaide the President of the United States, 
and all others in authority, both in the National and State 
Governments; cause science, lilerature, aris, improve- 
meats and piety to be diffused, and, by the influence of 
His Holy Spirit, render the United States an abode of 
security, Which He will own and bless: That he would 
bestow His mercies on all mankind ; break the rod of 
oppressors ; extend treedom to enslaved nations, and cause 
pure and undefiled Christianity to be acknowledged and 
practically established from the rising to. the seting sun. 

All servile labour ond vain recreations, on said day, 
are by law forbidden. 

Given wader my hand, at Litchfield, and the Seal of the 
State, this sixteenth day of October, iv the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight huadred and twenty-six, 
in the fifty-first year of the Independence of the United 


States of Awerica. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
By his Excellency's command, 
Thomas Day, Secretary. 





BIBLE SOCIETIES, 


These benevolent [Institutions are rising up in 
every part of Our happy country. The Agent for 
the Bitde Society of Virginia, bas within a few 
months past, raised up and organized seven Auril- 
iaries to the Parent Board. One has been raised 
in the neighborhood of, aud located at, Prince 
Edward Courthouse, containing ove hundred mein- 
bers. Two have beeu raised in Mecklenberg, one 
of which is very large ; one in Lunenburg, two in 
Buckingham, and ove in Campbell. 

EvsVUUATY. 


es 


late ot Wethersfield; on the 27ih ult. Mra. Nancy 
Canada, wife of Mr. Awab Canada, aged 54. 

At Philadelphia, Mr. Selleck Osborue, late editor of 
the Deleware Watchman, and formerly publisher ot 
the “ Witness,” at Litchfield in this state. 

At Sterling, Mass. Rev. Reuben Holcomb. aged 74. 





He graduated at Yale College in 1774. 
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HUMAN LIFE. 











Lirs has a thousand charms, 
A thousand dreams of bliss ; 

Hope, Friendship, Love, thy bosom warms 
A gleam of mercy this: 

But soon that sun-lit hour is past, 

And hope flies shivering from the blast. 


Life has a thousand ills— 
A thousand anxious fears: 
Clouds gather on the sunny hills, 
And doubts dissolve in tears ; 
But hope comes amiling threnugh the «torm— 
A rainbow round her angel form. 


Life has a thousand jo 
Youth fondly dreams for ever ; , 

Bet night draws on—Youth droops and sighs 
“Will day return 7—Oh never!” 

Swift as a breath, light breaks the gloom, 

And Gladoess smiles on Sorrow’s tomb. 


ys, 


’Tis but a change at best, 
Upon Life's busy shore, 
A little toil, a little rest, 
And all its cares are o’er. 
Then sealed, immutable, thy state— 
Fixed—an irrevocable fate | 


Itisadream But know 
Death's cold hand breaks that slumber; 
And who shall tell, if bliss or wo 
Those countless moments number ?” 
It is beyond an angel's ken 
To pierce the veil that rises then. , 


Lite is a mairow sea, 

But who ifs bounds may tell’ ~ 
lis viewless depths—Eternity— 

Its limits---Heaven or Hell! 
A point, a moment---on it hang 
Unuttered bliss---exhaystless paug” 


Oh where's thy spirit, when 

Friends round thy couch are weeping, 
Borne on an angel’s pinion then, 

From where that dust is sleeping ? 
Death solves the question !---Ere it come, pre- 











re, 
None find their pardon or repentance there 
aE eos eee 
AN IMPORTANT LOTTERY. 


Tt has been computed that among 10,000 pcople 
the average deaths will be one a day. If this compu- 
tation be accurate, a person in common health has a 
daily risk of dying, which, compared with the chan- 
oes uf life, is in the same proportion as a unit bears 
to the number 9,999. This risk is seemingly so small 
that it commonly gives vo alarm, and is scarcely 
thought of; whereas, if the same risk were placed on 
a diflerent ground, se as to be seen in another light, 
it would be generaily alarming. Suppose, for in- 
stance, that toamorrow imorning a lottery were to be 
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drawn of this kind,—-9,999 white balls, and one black 
ball, should be thrown promiscuously into a box, and 
that 10,0° people, you and [among the number, 
should each put in a hand and draw out a ball at 
random, and whoever. chanced to draw the black ball 
should inevitably suffer death within 24 hours: I say, 
if we knew that such a lottery were to draw to-morrow 
morning, and we must take our chance, it would 
doubtless produce in us, some serious apprehensions, 
and might probably interrupt our sleep to night. 





AMBIGUOUS PREACHING. 


On coming out of church, I asked Mr. P., a distin- 
guished pious lawyer, how he liked the sermon of Dr: 
B —I think, sir, said he, that it comes under the Third 
Head. Howso? said]. A certain French preach- 
er, (he replied) after a long and pompous introd-c- 
tion, said, “I shall now proceed, my hearers, to di- 
vide ny subject into three parts. 1. I shall tell you 
about that which I know and you do not know; 2. 
shall tell you about that which you know and I do 
not know ; and 3. and lastly, shall tell you about that 
which neither you nor I know.”’ Alas. how much 
preaching ‘‘ comes under the third head.” How of- 
ten, when Paul supplies the text, has Tully, Plato, 
Epictetus taught. If there was more simple, plain 
preaching to the conscience, instead of an ostentatious 
display of learning, or strife about words to no profit, 
we should see more faithful, consistent Christians, 
and more done to advance the mild kingdom of 
peace—.V. Y. Obs. 





ANECDOTE OF DR. DODD. 


The unfortunate Dr. Dodd, who was executed for 
forgery, as he was stepping into the mourning coach 
which conveyed him to the scafiold, was asked by a 
woman who had imbibed the notions of the Free 
Thinkers—‘‘ Now where, where, is the Lord thy 
God!" He, in reply, told her to go home, and turn 
to the seventh chapter of Micah, 8th, 9th and 10th 
verses. She did so, and afterwards went and hung 
derself. The following are the verses referred to :--- 
‘* Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy ; when I fali 
I shail arise; when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be 
a light unto me. I will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because | have sinned against him, until be 
bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his 
righteousness. hen she that is mine cuemy shail see 
it, and shame shall ¢over her which said unto me, 
Where is the Lord thy God? Mine eyes shall be- 
hold her: now shall she be troddeu down as the mire 
of the streets.” ' 





THE EFFECT OF A PEOPLE ON THE MINISTRY. 


A thin, heavy, sleepy, fruitless people, stops the 
mouth, straightens the gifts, deadeus the spirit of a 
pastor; and a people enlarged in their gifts and af- 
fections, carry a preacher beyond himself. [ have 
heard much talk of barren ministers. Shall I tell 
you! A barren people make a barren ministry; a 
cold auditory, a cold sermon ; a dead parish, a dumb 
minister. Nothing shuts our moutls, and silences us, 
so mach as our own anditories. R. Harris. 
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